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TOWN OF GRAND CHUTE  
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MINUTES 

 January 14, 2016   
  
Members Present: Karen Petersen, Aaron Janssen, Cheryl Ulrich, Kiersten Gustafson 
 
Members Absent:  none 
  
Also Present:  Robert Buckingham, Community Development Director, and other interested parties (audience 
attendance = 6). 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

Meeting was opened at 5:30 p.m. and roll call was taken. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING OF OCTOBER 15, 2015.   
      Motion (Ulrich/Gustafson) to approve the minutes. Motion carried, all voting aye. 

 
3. PUBLIC HEARING #1: VARIANCE (V-01-16) REQUESTED BY J. DOLORES MENDOZA AND ANITA 

MENDOZA, 2792-2794 W. HIAWATHA DRIVE, FOR A VARIANCE FROM CH. 535-43 OF THE TOWN OF 
GRAND CHUTE MUNICIPAL CODE, TO ALLOW A DETACHED ACCESSORY STRUCTURE WITHIN 
THE REQUIRED 55 FOOT SETBACK FROM A FEDERAL HIGHWAY. 
  
Board Chair Petersen opened Public Hearing #1 at 5:32 p.m. 
 
Dolly Mendoza spoke on behalf of her father, J. Dolores Mendoza. She stated that when someone from the 
Town first came out to the property, Mr. Mendoza was not told that the shed could not stay where it was 
placed. He has invested a lot of time and money on this building. 
 
Reme Bashi introduced herself as a friend and interpreter for Mr. Mendoza. Interpreting for Mr. Mendoza, 
Ms. Bashi stated that the shed was built 10 years ago and was put on blocks to make it movable. Mr. 
Mendoza thinks because of a language barrier, there may have been some misunderstanding of the 
regulations when he pulled the building permit. Now that the shed has been added onto, it would be difficult 
to move. Mr. Mendoza has spotted other properties along the highway in the Ballard Road area that have 
storage sheds in the same location as his, so he does not understand why it is not ok for his shed to remain 
where he placed it.  
 
Board Chair Petersen stated that the Ballard Road area is in the City of Appleton and may have different 
regulations than Grand Chute. 
 
Ms. Bashi continued interpreting for Mr. Mendoza. With it being winter now, he thinks it is almost impossible 
to move the shed until it is warmer. Mr. Mendoza would rather pay a fine to the Town if he would be allowed 
to keep the shed in its current location. 
 
Board member Janssen noted that if the shed is on blocks with no slab, the owner should reasonably be 
able to move it. 
 
Interpreting for Mr. Mendoza, Ms. Bashi stated that it would not be easy to move due to its size. Mr. 
Mendoza again emphasized that he may have misunderstood the rules when he took out a permit, and that 
he did not realize he had to meet the setback. He said that two years ago an inspector was at the property 
to check some storm damage repair to the house. Mr. Mendoza wishes something would have been said 
then about the setback. It would have been easier to move the shed at that time. 

 
Karen Redlin, 2773 W. Hiawatha Drive, stated that she and her husband support granting of the variance. 
She said that in her opinion, the shed looks nice and she would not mind owning it herself.   

 
Motion (Janssen/Ulrich) to close Public Hearing #1 at 5:52 p.m. Motion carried, all voting aye. 
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4. VARIANCE (V-01-16) - REQUEST BY J. DOLORES MENDOZA AND ANITA MENDOZA, 2792-2794 W. 

HIAWATHA DRIVE, FOR A VARIANCE FROM CH. 535-43 OF THE TOWN OF GRAND CHUTE 
MUNICIPAL CODE, TO ALLOW A DETACHED ACCESSORY STRUCTURE WITHIN THE REQUIRED 55 
FOOT SETBACK FROM A FEDERAL HIGHWAY. 
 
Director Buckingham stated that any reference to other structures that may be in similar spots to the 
applicant’s shed is not relevant to the specific purpose for considering the variance. He also noted that 
while Mr. Mendoza’s hard work to improve and maintain his property is to be admired, the building permit 
for the shed specified that it had to meet the highway setback. He stated that arguably the Board of Appeals 
may have no legal standing with which to reduce a required setback established by federal and state 
agencies.  He referred the Board to his written report and findings of fact, which support denial of the 
variance request. 

 
Motion (Janssen/Ulrich) to deny the Variance (V-01-16) requested by J. Dolores Mendoza and Anita 
Mendoza, 2792-2794 W. Hiawatha Drive, to allow a detached accessory structure within the required 
55 foot setback from a federal highway. Motion carried, all voting aye. 

 
5. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion (Ulrich/Gustafson) to adjourn the meeting at 5:56 p.m.  Motion carried, all voting aye. 
 
 

Respectively submitted, 
 
Tracy Olejniczak 
Community Development Secretary 
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