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Town of Grand Chute 
Casaloma Drive Urbanization 

Public Hearing Info Sheet 
March 15, 2018 

Response to Questions  
April 17, 2018 

 Project Description- Full Urbanization 
o Victory Lane roundabout 

 Lawn and concrete truck apron in center island 
 Concrete splitter islands 

o Victory Lane roundabout to Capitol Drive: 37’ wide street (back 
of curb to back of curb), 10’ wide trail on east side 

o Casaloma & Capitol will remain as a two way stop control.  All 
way stop was not warranted.  Left turn lanes will be added NB 
and SB   

o North of Capitol Drive: 33’ wide street (back of curb to back of 
curb), 5’ wide sidewalk on both sides as shown in 1.1.2 of the 
Bicycle & Pedestrian Strategy 

o Amberwood Lane mini-roundabout – staff proposes elimination 
 Concrete center island and splitter islands 

 Current Contract Schedule 
o Award contract: April 17, 2018 
o Possible construction start: May 21, 2018 
o Completion date: October 12, 2018 

 Traffic Control & Access 
o STH 15 to Victory Lane: open at all times 
o Victory Lane to Capitol Drive: local traffic only 
o North of Capitol Drive: local traffic only.  Access road from 

Cobble Creek Drive to Rose Meadow Lane must be completed 
and open before any work may begin north of Capitol Drive 

o Victory Lane roundabout 
 Stage 1: Temporary widening on north side of Victory 

Lane, remove portion of Casaloma Drive median 
 Stage 2: Construct southwest quadrant 
 Stage 3: Construct southeast quadrant 
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 Stage 4: Construct north half 
 Stage 5: Construct south half of center island 
 Stage 6: Construct east, west, and south splitter islands  

 Biofilters – to meet storm water management requirements.  No pond 
 Lighting by We Energies.  Preliminary plan currently shows 26 lights.  

Pedestrian safety with lighting and sidewalks. 
 Other Work 

o We Energies gas main relocation 
 Assessments (per assessment policy and Bentwood Estates 

development Credit) 
o Include a contingency, engineering, and administration 
o Storm sewer:  capped at $20/LF for RSF & RTF; capped at 

$40/LF for Non RSF &RTF.    
 Total Cost is $1,379,441 ($1,010,579 Bid) 
 Assessable Cost is $173,586 
 Town Cost $1,205,855 

o Street assessment: 50% of assessment is based on front 
footage, 50% based on traffic generation.  
 Total Cost $1,779,297 (Bid cost is $1,303,500) 
 Assessable Cost $689,129  
 Town Cost $1,090,168 

 Bentwood Estates Development Credit $25,501.31 
 Contractor & Subcontractors 

o Prime contractor: Advance Construction 
o Subcontractors: 

 Asphalt paving: MCC 
 Concrete work: Sommers Construction 
 Pavement Marking: Guide Lines 

  



Page 3 of 7 
 

The Casaloma Drive Urbanization Project is a full reconstruction with the 
addition of storm sewer, sidewalks/trails, and street lighting.   

Do we need sidewalks on both sides of the road? 

The sidewalk and trails proposed on Casaloma Drive are consistent with 
the future networks in the Town Bicycle and Pedestrian Strategy. The 
chance of a pedestrian auto crash is 2.6 times greater on streets without 
sidewalks and 1.2 times as great on streets with sidewalks on one side.  
Sidewalk on one side forces pedestrians to walk in the street and cross the 
street twice if their origin or destination are on the side without sidewalk. 

Is the mini roundabout still in the plan? 

The plans were bid with the mini roundabout at Casaloma Drive & 
Amberwood Lane.  This was added to the plan after the Public 
Informational meeting due to concerns with traffic speeds in this residential 
neighborhood.  The anxieties expressed at the Public Hearing prompted 
staff to evaluate a post mounted speed board as an alternative.  This is 
suggested due to the reduced up front cost.  The additional construction 
cost of the mini roundabout is estimated at $39,500.  The speed board 
signs range in price from $3,000 to $7,000, depending on the size and 
features.  

Traffic counts completed by the Department of Public Works on Casaloma 
Drive between Capitol Drive and Amberwood Lane resulted in an average 
daily traffic (ADT) of 1,420 vehicles per day.  The 85th percentile speed on 
these weekdays (6/27/17, 6/28/17, 1/29/18, and 1/30/18) was 31 mph.  The 
Police department conducted a traffic study with their mobile trailer, which 
includes a traffic counter and speed board, over a weekend (4/22/16, 
4/23/16, and 4/24/16).  The average volume of northbound traveling 
vehicles during this time was 1,054.   Assuming the same volume for 
southbound traffic results in an ADT of 2,108 vehicles per day.  During this 
study, the 85th percentile speed for the northbound traffic was 24 mph.  
This indicates to us that a visual display resulted in a speed reduction of 7 
mph.  The effectiveness as drivers become accustomed to passing the 
speed boards is unknown.   
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Why don’t they put in a four-way stop? 

The traffic does not meet warrants for an all way stop.  An all way stop 
would not reduce speed.   

Roundabouts are for commercial areas and this is residential. 

There are different design parameters for commercial and residential 
areas.  

Can police officers be used to control the speed instead of having a 
roundabout? 

Police patrol would not be cost effective.  It is estimated to require five 
police officers at a cost of $500,000 annually. 

Is Casaloma Drive a Collector? 

WisDOT shows the section of Casaloma Drive from 15 to Capitol is 
classified as a collector road.  The section of Casaloma Drive from Capitol 
to the north is a local road. 

How is the average daily trip generation calculated?  

The Town has used the Institute of Traffic Engineers (ITE) Traffic 
Generation Manual to allocate trips because it is a nationally accepted and 
recognized document that is based on thousands of studies and provides 
information on over 150 property uses.  It is not used as a traffic predictor 
but is used to allocate the ratio of traffic generated for each parcel as 
compared to all parcels.  For example, a single family detached house 
generated 9.52 trips daily (according to the charts) and the total trips 
generated in the RSF, RTF, and AGD zoning districts is 618.93.  The ratio 
for a single family detached house is therefore 0.0154 (1.54% of the total).  
There are 36 RSF, RTF, and AGD zoning district parcels in the project.   

What costs are in the assessments? 

The storm sewer assessment is based on the maximum rate allowed in the 
special assessment policy. The maximum rate allowed by the policy is $20 
per assessable foot for residential properties and $40 per assessable foot 
for nonresidential properties.  The calculated assessment rates exceed the 
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maximum rates for both residential and nonresidential properties so the 
maximum assessment rate was used to calculate the storm sewer 
assessment. 

The street assessment is for an equivalent residential street.  This is 33 
feet wide from the back of curb to back of curb.  There are currently 21 
street lights north of the Victory Lane/Converters Drive roundabout in the 
assessment.  The assessment will be based on the actual cost of the 
lighting installed within the project limits.  The lights in the roundabout are 
included in the roundabout assessment.  Lighting north of the project limits 
will not be assessed.  

The assessment includes contingency, engineering, and administration 
fees.  If the contingency is not used it is removed from the assessment. 

Why is there no gravel or excavation in the storm water system or 
temporary access road? 

The reason excavation and aggregate is not shown on the storm sewer 
schedule of assessments is that these items are included in the unit price 
for storm sewer pipe.  This is standard practice to control the size of the 
excavation.  The same practice is used for catch basins, manholes, yard 
drains, etc.  The excavation quantity shown in the bid is for the street 
excavation. 

The temporary access road doesn’t have excavation or erosion control.  
The gravel road already exists.  The project is to remove a portion of the 
existing gravel roadway, add gravel to the remaining roadway, fine grade, 
and pave.  A DNR erosion control permit is not required for this so no 
erosion control items are shown.  All of this work is non-assessable. 

When will the temporary road be constructed and when will a road connect 
to McCarthy Road? 

Construction of the temporary road is planned for mid-May of this year, 
prior to closing Casaloma Drive for reconstruction between Converters 
Drive/Victory Lane to Prairie Song.   

Future plans show a street connection from the Whispering Groves 
subdivision to McCarthy Road.  The expectation is that this road will be 
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dedicated and constructed as developments occur.  The land owner 
recently agreed to grant the Town an easement to pave and open for use 
the portion of the existing gravel road that extends between Cobble Creek 
Drive and Rose Meadow Lane.  The easement will allow this road to 
remain open until such time that a permanent public road is constructed to 
provide access from the Whispering Groves neighborhood to McCarthy 
Road.  This could either be a road extended across the Schroeder Farm or 
the Plamann Farm, whichever comes first. 

Why did only two houses receive notice about the exit road? 

The Town notifies those directly adjacent to the construction.   

Will the schools be made aware that the road is under construction?   

The Town communicates with the bus company and will provide an update 
once the schedule is known. 

What is the difference in the street assessments from what was mailed and 
reported at the meeting? 

The street assessment total stated at the meeting was based on the bid 
cost and did not include the contingency or administration fees. 

There was a concern with drainage. 

This project has been designed as a positive drainage project, so anything 
that gets to the right-of-way line will go down into the street and into the 
storm sewer.  The west side drains west to east and on the east side some 
of the properties drain from the west to the east.  Except for the fronts of 
the properties, the backs are draining back into Bentwood Estates, those 
will not be picked up unless the people want to request it.  For the most 
part it is the front of the properties draining out towards Casaloma Drive.  
There is always the option to put in rear yard drains. 

Are the water shut-off valves going to be replaced? 

The water services that have not been replaced prior to the project will be 
updated. 
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Can signage be added for test driving cars to head toward STH 15? 

The current sign location can be evaluated so it is effective once the 
construction is complete. 

What is the interest rate and administration fee? 

The 2017 borrowing rate was 2.17%.  The special assessment interest rate 
is established at 2% above the most recent borrowing cost. 

The administration fee is 5%. 

Is the Town paying for the biofilters? 

The storm sewer assessment includes approximately one third of the cost 
of the biofilters.  The assessment would not change if the biofilter cost is 
removed from the project.  The calculated assessment rates exceeds the 
maximum rates by one hundred percent for residential and by fifty percent 
for nonresidential properties so the maximum assessment rate was used to 
calculate the storm sewer assessment. 

Who will oversee the work every day? 

There is an inspector on site for the project that communicates with the 
Town when necessary?  

Is there a repaving schedule for settling? 

Town construction projects have a standard one year warranty.  If settling 
occurs after this the DPW crews will address it or it is done under the 
annual asphalt paving project. 

Was there discussion about a roundabout at Capitol Drive and Casaloma 
Drive? 

This intersection was evaluated and not considered for a roundabout due to 
unbalanced traffic pattern.   


