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GRAND CHUTE PLAN COMMISSION MINUTES 
December 20, 2016 

 
Members Present: Chairman Dave Schowalter, Commissioners Bruce Sherman, Robert Stadel, Julie Hidde, 
Duane Boeckers, John Weber. 
 
Members Absent: Pam Crosby, Vivian Huth 
 
Also Present: James March, Town Administrator; Thomas Marquardt, Public Works Director; Karen Heyrman, 
Deputy Public Works Director; Bob Heimann, IT Director; Michael Patza, Town Planner; other interested parties 
(audience attendance = 7) 
 
1. ROLL CALL 
   Chairman Schowalter opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA. 

Motion (Sherman/Hidde) to approve the agenda. Motion carried, all voting aye. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – DECEMBER 6, 2016 MEETING. 
Motion (Boeckers/Stadel) to approve the minutes. Motion carried, all voting aye. 
 

5. PUBLIC INPUT 
Bill Ryno, 4326 N. Bull Rush Drive said he was in support of the Town Center Park but would like the park to 
be kept as undeveloped as possible. Mr. Rhino stated that he would also like the property north and east of the 
Fire Station to remain undeveloped as well. 

 
6. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT. NO REPORT TONIGHT. 

 
7. PUBLIC HEARING #1 – SPECIAL EXCEPTION (SE-21-16) REQUESTED BY OFFSETS GARAGE LLC, DBA 

OFFSETS GARAGE, 1060 N. PERKINS STREET, FOR OPERATION OF AN AUTOMOBILE SALES 
BUSINESS. 

 
Chairman Schowalter opened Public Hearing #1 at 6:02 p.m. 
 
There was no public input. 

 
Motion (Hidde/Sherman) to close Public Hearing #1 at 6:03 p.m. Motion carried, all voting aye. 

 
8. SPECIAL EXCEPTION (SE-21-16) – REQUEST BY OFFSETS GARAGE LLC, DBA OFFSETS GARAGE, 1060 

N. PERKINS STREET, FOR OPERATION OF AN AUTOMOBILE SALES BUSINESS. 
 

Motion (HIdde/Weber) to recommend approval of the Special Exception (SE-21-16) requested by Offsets 
Garage LLC, dba Offsets Garage, 1060 N. Perkins Street, to allow the operation of an automobile sales 
business, subject to a maximum of 10 vehicles that are for sale being displayed on the property at any 
given time. Motion carried, all voting aye. 

 
9. SITE PLAN AMENDMENT (SPA2-00-96) – REQUEST BY ABBYBANK, 1500 N. CASALOMA DRIVE, FOR 

CONSTRUCTION OF A RELOCATED DRIVEWAY/PARKING LOT ENTRANCE AND ASSOCIATED SITE 
IMPROVEMENTS. 
Motion (Sherman/Boeckers) to approve the Site Plan Amendment (SPA2-00-96) requested by AbbyBank, 
1500 N. Casaloma Drive, to relocate the driveway/parking lot entrance and associated site 
improvements. Motion carried, all voting aye. 
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10. FINAL PLAT (FP-01-16) – REQUEST BY GCW INVESTMENTS, LLC, FOR APPROVAL OF THE FINAL PLAT 
OF EDGEWOOD ACRES, THIRD ADDITION. 

 
Planner Patza explained that this is the final phase of single-family residential lots for Edgewood Acres. This 
area was originally planned to be developed as condominiums, but has since been changed to single-family 
residential. This phase of development will extend Indigo Lane north to CTH JJ. Portions of the property currently 
drains to the north, with runoff entering the ditch on the south side of CTH JJ. After development is complete, 
the entire subdivision will drain to the south to the existing retention ponds, reducing the amount of runoff 
entering the ditch on the south side of CTH JJ to less than pre-development conditions.  

 
Motion (Stadel/Hidde) to recommend approval of the Final Plat of Edgewood Acres Third Addition (FP-
01-16). Motion carried, all voting aye.  
 

11. FINAL PLAT (FP-02-16) – REQUEST BY RUBBLE DEVELOPMENT, LLC, FOR APPROVAL OF THE FINAL 
PLAT OF WHITE HAWK MEADOWS NORTH 3. 

 
Motion (Sherman/Boeckers) to recommend approval of the Final Plat of the White Hawk Meadows North 
3 (FP-02-16).  
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Sherman, Director Marquardt confirmed that construction trucks 
would be required to access the new plat from the north via CTH JJ, and not be allowed to drive through the 
existing residential areas of White Hawk Meadows.  
 
Motion carried, all voting aye. 

 
12. TOWN CENTER PARK MASTER PLAN – APPROVAL OF THE MASTER PLAN FOR THE NEW TOWN 

CENTER PARK. (Presentation by project consultant, Robert E. Lee and Associates, Inc.) 
 
Planner Patza provided background information on the plan development process for the new park. This 
process included several public workshops and a public survey aimed at gathering public input on new facilities. 
The Master Plan presented was developed using input collected from the public, the Park Development 
Committee, the Park Commission, and staff. Existing environmental conditions on site will result in a large area 
of the park remaining in a relatively unchanged, natural state. The Master Plan identifies key facilities that will 
complement these natural features, and allow better access to the entire property. Due to the size of the new 
park and the cost associated with new facilities, implementation of the Master Plan would be done in phases 
over an extended period of time. The first phase of construction, planned for the spring of 2017, would include 
the enclosed shelter building and associated site improvements. 
 
Jared Schmidt from Robert E. Lee and Associates and Garret Perry from Design Studio Etc. gave a presentation 
on the Master Plan and provided additional details on the amenities that would be included in the new park. Mr. 
Perry explained the different areas of the park and how potential improvements to the property would enhance 
the natural environment and create an inviting and interesting environment for park users. Mr. Schmidt described 
the differences in the two options for the building and provided additional details on site development and 
engineering.  
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Hidde, Deputy Director Heyrman stated that $1,071,000 has been 
budgeted for 2017 for first phase of construction, which includes the building and associated site improvements.  
 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Sherman, Deputy Director Heyrman stated that the educational 
components of the park would be completed in a future phase of development and dependent on developing 
the programing to utilize those features. She also stated that Pickleball courts are planned for Carter Woods 
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Park. An article about the new park and the Master Plan was included in the Town newsletter, but costs were 
not included.   
 
In response to questions for Commission Sherman, Planner Patza said that when going through the preliminary 
planning process a new wetland delineation had not been completed. After completion of the wetland delineation 
a much larger area of the park was determined to be wetlands. This determination shifted the focus of the park 
to more natural features and away from active sports due to the limited amount of space available for 
development. Planner Patza also stated that after conducting research, he found examples in other communities 
that had issues with the noise associated with Pickleball, which could create an issue with the adjacent 
residential neighborhoods. 

 
Commissioner Boeckers stated that he has played Pickleball and it does not produce any more noise than 
tennis. He does not agree that there are noise issues related to Pickleball.  
 
Commissioner Hidde said that she liked the concept of the park and was in favor of developing the facilities 
presented. She feels the educational components would be utilized by the area schools.   

 
Commissioner Sherman expressed his concerns with the cost associated with developing the new park. With 
the scope of this project, he would like to see the cost provided in the Town Newsletter, and provide a public 
hearing. He is in favor of the park, however with a park of the costs, it should have support from Town residents. 
He would like to make a motion to defer action until first meeting in February. 

 
In response to a question from Chairman Schowalter, Deputy Director Heyrman stated that delaying action on 
the Master Plan would delay the bidding process and construction.  

 
Chairman Schowalter stated that he would not be in support of deferring action until February but suggested 
scheduling workshop with the Town Board and staff to discuss park development and associated costs. 
 
Commissioner Sherman stated that he is supportive of the park, however he would prefer to be as transparent 
as possible throughout this process. He amended his motion to defer action until the second meeting in January. 

 
Administrator March discussed some potential uses for the new building. This building would be unique to other 
park facilities within the Town because it could be utilized throughout the year.  

 
Motion (Sherman/Boeckers) to defer action on the Town Center Park Master Plan until the January 17th 
Plan Commission meeting.  Motion carried. (Stadel-nay)  
 

13. ADJOURNMENT. 
   Motion (Sherman/Boeckers) to adjourn at 6:50 p.m. Motion carried, all voting aye. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tracy Olejniczak/MP 
Community Development Secretary 
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