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GRAND CHUTE PLAN COMMISSION MINUTES 
September 20, 2016 

 
Members Present: Chairman Dave Schowalter, Commissioners Bruce Sherman, Robert Stadel, Julie Hidde, 
Vivian Huth, Duane Boeckers, Pam Crosby, John Weber 
 
Members Absent:   none 
 
Also Present: James March, Town Administrator; Thomas Marquardt, Public Works Director; Karen Heyrman, 
Deputy Public Works Director; Bob Heimann, IT Director; Robert Buckingham, Community Development 
Director; Michael Patza, Town Planner; other interested parties (audience attendance = 4)   
 
1. ROLL CALL 
      Chairman Schowalter opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA. 

Motion (Huth/Crosby) to approve the agenda. Motion carried, all voting aye. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 6, 2016 MEETING. 
Motion (Hidde/Sherman) to approve the minutes. Motion carried, all voting aye. 
 

5. PUBLIC INPUT 
Ron Wolff, 4615 N. Richmond Street, asked that the Town form two committees, one to create a 
building/development checklist and one to study how the Town assesses the cost of new roads. He 
described his recent experience with obtaining approvals and permits for two buildings at his property and 
stated he was not aware of how the County would become involved with some required permits. 
Concerning road costs, he said he cannot afford the estimated cost for the frontage road that will extend 
across his property. He stated his opinion that what the Town will charge for the road is far greater than 
the services he receives in return. 

 
6. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT – AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 
 
7. SITE PLAN (SP-20-16) – REQUEST BY UNISON CREDIT UNION, 750 W. EVERGREEN DRIVE, FOR 

CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW COMMERCIAL BUILDING AND ASSOCIATED SITE IMPROVEMENTS.  
 

Motion (Stadel/Huth) to approve the Site Plan (SP-20-16) requested by Unison Credit Union, 750 W. 
Evergreen Drive, for a new commercial building and associated site improvements, subject to 
staff approval of the Landscape Plan. Motion carried, all voting aye. 

 
8. SITE PLAN AMENDMENT (SPA1-17-85) – REQUEST BY NAVITUS HEALTH SOLUTIONS LLC, DBA 

NAVITUS HEALTH SOLUTIONS, 1025 W. NAVITUS DRIVE, FOR A NEW MONUMENT SIGN.  
 

Motion (Sherman/Hidde) to approve the Site Plan Amendment (SPA1-17-15) requested by Navitus 
Health Solutions LLC, dba Navitus Health Solutions, 1025 W. Navitus Drive, for installation of a 
new monument sign. Motion carried, all voting aye. 

 
9. GRAND CHUTE CODE UPDATE – STAFF REPORT ON PROGRESS WITH CODE AMENDMENTS 

FOR IMPLEMENTING NATURAL LANDSCAPING STANDARDS.  
 

Planner Patza provided background information on a proposed code amendment that would provide 
standards for natural landscape areas on developed properties. This is intended to provide criteria when   
 
a property owner selects a yard area that will be maintained with native, weed-free plantings that do not 
require regular mowing. He noted that this code amendment would not permit someone to stop mowing 
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their lawn and claiming it is a natural landscaping area. He explained that natural landscaping allows for 
bio-diversity and has a positive effect on erosion control and water quality. He summarized some of the 
code provisions that would regulate these areas while providing sufficient buffer between them and 
adjacent properties. The amended code would continue to prohibit noxious weeds from being allowed in a 
natural landscaping area. He noted that the proposed code amendment will be discussed at the October 
4 meeting, in advance of a public hearing on October 18. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Sherman, Planner Patza stated that the proposed code 
does not restrict the location of natural landscaping, so it would be allowed in front, side or rear yards with 
proper separation from adjacent properties. 
 
Commissioner Sherman stated that he would prefer to see this restricted to rear yards only. He expressed 
concern over the challenge the Town already faces in enforcing weed control and removal. He also 
questioned if it will be difficult to determine when someone has created a natural landscape area and 
when they have chosen to stop mowing their yard. He noted that Prairie Hill Park is a natural area and 
questioned how many residents would like a similar setting in their neighbor’s front yard. 
 
Planner Patza noted that natural landscaping would be defined as an area that is intentionally planted 
with approved native materials. He noted that the WDNR provides a list of what planting materials are 
native to Wisconsin and are appropriate for natural landscaping.  
 
Director Buckingham stated that this form of landscaping is costly to install and does require on-going 
care and maintenance, which is why it would appeal to only a select few property owners who have a 
strong commitment to the environment. He said the Town should not expect a large-scale change in lawn 
care and landscaping after this code is amended. He also reminded the Commission that it is possible 
some subdivision restrictive covenants may supersede these standards and not allow natural landscaping 
in front yards or other areas of a lot. 

 
10. ADJOURNMENT. 
      Motion (Hidde/Huth) to adjourn at 6:26 p.m. Motion carried, all voting aye. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Tracy Olejniczak/BB 
Community Development Secretary 
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