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PARK COMMISSION MEETING – TOWN OF GRAND CHUTE – 1900 W. GRAND CHUTE 
BLVD., GRAND CHUTE, WI – March 13, 2017 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

Meeting called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Karen Peterson, presiding President. 

PRESENT:      Joy Hagen, John Jones, Kathryn Pennings, Karen Petersen, Mike Schmidt, Donna 
VanBuecken, Supervisor Thyssen 

ABSENT:       Joan Haag  

STAFF:          Mike Arft, Park Forman, Karen Heyrman, Deputy Director Public Works,  
                       Lisa Mroczkowski, Park Commission Recording Secretary, Tom Marquardt, Director  
            Public Works                   

APPROVAL OF AGENDA/ORDER OF THE DAY 

Motion (Pennings/Hagen) to approve. Motion carried. (6/0) 
Approval of Regular Park Commission Meeting Minutes – February 13, 2017 

Motion (Pennings/Jones) to approve minutes.  Motion carried. (6/0) 
Accept Monthly Reports:  

Park Maintenance- Mike Arft reviewed the memo that was attached in the agenda.  He stated budget 
items are moving forward. 

Director’s Memo - Deputy Director Heyrman reviewed the Director’s memo.  There was a short 
discussion on the relocation of 300 feet of berm at Prairie Hill Park.  Commissioner Schmidt stated he 
has been approached by neighbors that want a noise retaining wall if this comes out completely.  
Deputy Director Heyrman stated the part of the berm that is going to be removed will be moved to the 
southeast. 

Deputy Director Heyrman reviewed the updated plans of the Town Park Community building. 

Commissioner Schmidt stated he thought there had been discussion for an office for Mike.  He also 
stated he does not see anything in the kitchen that would make it a serving kitchen other than 
counters. 

Deputy Director Heyrman stated the consultant has not laid out the kitchen details yet.  She further 
stated in regards to the office space, there is a room that could be used as an office in the future. It is 
named in the plans as a check coat room. She also stated we are looking at putting offices in the front 
for Mike and the sign shop when the new cold storage building is constructed. 

Commissioner Schmidt does not like the room set up.  If both rooms are opened for one event the 
main entrance of the pavilion walks through the combined room. 

Commissioner Pennings agrees that the front entrance seems to be a waste of space. 

Deputy Director Heyrman stated if we collapse the walls we can encroach into that space as long as 
we have a walkway. 

Deputy Director Heyrman handed out the estimated cost spreadsheet to the Commission.  She 
explained the costs from the Master Plan and what would be completed in years one to three.  The 
larger room will have all the audio and visual done in the first year.  The smaller room will be wired 
for the audio and visual in the first year but will not have the actual equipment installed until the 
following year. 
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Commissioner Schmidt questioned the parking lot costs.  He does not feel that the Park Commission 
should be paying for the Town Hall employee additional parking. 

Deputy Director Heyrman stated the proposed parking lot that is across from the current employee 
parking lot is not slated to be done until 2018. 

Deputy Director Heyrman stated items that have been taken out to save costs are the dishwasher, 
garbage disposal, and an emergency generator. 

Commissioner Hagen asked if the dishwasher and garbage disposal could be added later. 

Deputy Director Heyrman stated it becomes an evolution when we start talking about putting in a 
dishwasher and garbage disposal.  She further stated there is no stove. The reason being we would 
have to put in a fume hood.  Staff discussed the need for a stove and felt it would not be used enough 
to justify the additional cost for the fume hood.  There will be an outside gas grill for use. 

Supervisor Thyssen stated the idea to have a full kitchen was a great idea but when you start talking 
about the costs of the equipment and maintenance, staff could not justify the costs. 

Commissioner VanBuecken asked what prompted staff to add the removable walls? 

Deputy Director Heyrman stated they were always a part of the original plan.  It allows for the rooms 
to be opened up to accommodate a larger group. 

Commissioner VanBuecken stated she can see that being workable for a family reunion but not a 
conference.  She does not see how anybody would want the main entrance to walk in on a conference.  
She stated she feels the same way for an exercise room.  She does not think people will be 
comfortable with the room opening up into the hallway where they are exercising.  She would like 
see the removable walls removed and making them stationary walls. 

Deputy Director Heyrman stated the movable walls gives us flexibility on room rentals.  

Commissioner Hagen stated she is disappointed the audio system will not be available in the smaller 
room. 

Commissioner Schmidt is concerned with the amount we are cutting back and the areas we are 
cutting back in.   He stated what if we find out later we do need these items, it will not be financially 
feasible to add them.  He agrees with Commissioner VanBuecken on the room set up.  He thought we 
were going to have more conferences.  He also is concerned with the kitchen and the cuts made there.   
He doesn’t want this park to be just “another” park.  He stated this is more of an educational center 
and not a park.  He likes the outside of the building, the architecture will blend well. 

Supervisor Thyssen stated we have to have something in writing to be able to keep it moving forward 
to a vote.  The numbers we have now are preliminary.  When the bid numbers come in we can discuss 
bringing some of these items back into the plan. 

Deputy Director Heyrman stated the Town Administrator has requested a workshop on Tuesday, 
March 21st.  Items of discussion will be siding, furniture, fixtures, and restroom amenities.  She hopes 
to have some samples to show the Town Board and Park Commissioners. 

Greenways Report–Grand Chute request was approved. 

Town Board Liaison Report – Supervisor Thyssen stated the construction season is going to be 
starting soon.  We did get grant funding for sidewalk on Lynndale on the west side of the road.  This 
will complete the sidewalk connection from First Avenue to Northland Avenue. 

President’s Report-(nothing to report) 
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Correspondence Report (nothing to report) 
 

Bike and Pedestrian Trail Update (nothing to report) 

NEW BUSINESS 

Discuss Bike & Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) 

Director Marquardt stated in 2013 the Town applied for the Bicycle Friendly Community status with 
the League of American Bicyclists.  At that time we were awarded an Honorable Mention.  One of 
the suggestions that came from our first application was to form a Bicycle Advisory Committee.   It is 
made up of local bicycle advocacy groups and municipal officials.  Director Marquardt is asking the 
Park Commission for approval to start to prepare the framework for a BPAC. 

Motion to approve staff to prepare the framework for a BPAC (Schmidt/Hagen) Motion 
Carried (5/1-Pennings) 
Discuss Town Park Donation List 

Deputy Director Heyrman reviewed the donation list.  She shared that staff felt that we were not 
being realistic asking for such large donations.  There are a lot of people looking for funds. 

Director Marquardt stated we could put the items in the newsletter and on the website and give them 
different donation levels to contribute to these items. 

Commissioner Schmidt stated putting the costs out there will show people the costs of developing a 
park and hopefully they would want to donate. 

Commissioner VanBuecken asked, are there going to be restrictions on what is put on the naming 
board for people who donate a large sum versus a small amount money? 

Supervisor Thyssen stated it would have to be looked at on case by case basis. 

Motion to approve staff to publish the list of donor items in the Town’s newsletter and Town’s 
website, funds received would be placed in the park dedication fund so purchases can be 
strategical planned to get the best cost and with recognition (Schmidt/Pennings) Motion 
Carried (6/0) 

Discuss designs and cost of donor recognition boards 

Lisa reviewed the examples of donor boards.  The board would be open and not enclosed.  She stated 
it does not have to be a tree.   

Motion to table item until the May 8, 2017 meeting (Schmidt/Pennings) Motion Carried.  (6/0) 

Discuss sidewalk art cost estimates and maintenance requirements 

Lisa stated she contacted Appleton for information about their program.  She stated they allow five 
poems.  There is a metal plate that is made and used to stamp the poems into the contract.  Appleton’s 
budget for this program is around $3,500 annually.  The other option is the invisible spray on super 
hydrophobic coating which only shows up when it rains.  The cost for this type of application would 
depend on how large an area we would be spraying.  The 16oz bottle covers approximately 8-110 
square feet and costs $130.00.  She stated we do not have a lot of sidewalks in the town.  She is not 
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sure it would be economical to start this program.  She suggested as we urbanize we look at 
implementing a program.  She said we could put it out on social media to get feedback. 

Commissioner Pennings stated with the additional cost of this program she does not see the need for 
putting poems in the sidewalks leading into the new park. 

Supervisor Thyssen stated the spray on method could be done anytime.  The stamping would have to 
be redone. 

Motion to table sidewalk art poem program until the April 10, 2017 meeting 
(VanBuecken/Pennings) Motion Carried (6/0) 

Discuss grant approval policy 

Deputy Director Heyrman stated there is not a standard for a grant application.  Some require copies 
of agendas, minutes and resolutions.  Historically we will bring to the Commission grants asking for 
support of the grant if the grant is asking for matching funds or full funding.  Staff is recommending 
grants that do not require an expenditure of town funds or a supporting resolution be in the report 
section of the agenda. 

Discuss Town Park Commission appointment and term 

Deputy Director Heyrman stated there is one member’s term that ends each year.  Terms are set at 
seven years per state statute.  We have two members resigning from the Park Commission.  Donna 
VanBuecken and Joan Haag.  Staff interviewed and has offered the position to two candidates.  There 
will also be an alternate that will attend the meetings, but will only vote if there is an absent 
Commissioner. 

Discuss ice rink usage and future of rinks 

Mike stated he has had some feedback from the residents near Arrowhead Park and the lack of use of 
the ice rink.  The residents feel it’s a waste of time and money and they have never seen anyone on 
the rink. 

President Petersen stated we will keep the ice rink at Lions Park and look for another location for a 
second rink. 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

Donor Board 
Sidewalk art poem program 
Park bench discussion for Town Center Park 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

Motion (Pennings/VanBuecken) to adjourn. Motion carried. (6/0) 
Meeting adjourned at 6:43 p.m. 

These are draft minutes taken at a regular meeting held on March 13, 2017 by: 
Lisa Mroczkowski, Park Commission Recording Secretary, Town of Grand Chute 


