
MEDICATIONS AND NEEDLES/SHARPS 
 
MEDICATIONS 
 
Pharmaceutical waste poses a significant environmental risk, especially to our drinking 
water. Studies conducted throughout the country have uncovered many of these drugs in 
our drinking water, and the negative effects of these substances on the general population 
are only now beginning to be studied and understood. 
 
Click here for drop-off locations. 
 
Guidelines: 
Leave medications in their original containers, do not mix pills. 
Cross off your name, but leave the name of the medication on the bottle. 
No commercial, business or long-term care deposits are allowed. 
 
ACCEPTABLE ITEMS 
Unused/expired prescriptions 
Over the counter medication 
Pet medications 
Inhalers 
 

 UNACCEPTABLE ITEMS 
No sharps, such as needles and syringes 
No hazardous or chemical waste 
No mercury products 
No electronics glucose monitoring devices 
Learn how to reduce pharmaceutical waste in your home by visiting the Solid and 
Hazardous Waste Education Center’swebsite. 
 
NEEDLES/SHARPS 
 
DO NOT PLACE SHARPS IN YOUR RECYCLING OR GARBAGE! 
 
To reduce public health risks such as accidental needle sticks, Wisconsin law requires all 
citizens to manage needles, lancets and syringes safely. It is illegal to put sharps in your 
recycling or garbage. 
 
Used and unused sharps must be placed in an acceptable sharps container and taken to a 
registered collection facility. For current drop-off locations, please check the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources website or visit Outagamie County Public Health. 
 

http://www.recyclemoreoutagamie.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/DrugDrop-Boxes.pdf
http://www4.uwm.edu/shwec/pharmaceuticalwaste/reduceHome.cfm
http://www4.uwm.edu/shwec/pharmaceuticalwaste/reduceHome.cfm
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/HealthWaste/
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/HealthWaste/
http://www.outagamie.org/index.aspx?page=1270
http://www.recyclemoreoutagamie.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/icon-not.png

