
Erosion Control & Stormwater Management Permit FAQ 

When do I need a permit and which checklist should I use? 

Applicants will need to submit the items within the “Erosion Control/Drainage Plan–Checklist ” if the 
project involves any of the following: 

 Disturbing or grading more than 1,000 square feet of land on a slope of twelve percent (12%) or 
greater; 

 Filling or excavation involving 100 cubic yards of soil or more; 

 Work within a road ditch or other watercourse for 100 linear feet or more; 

 Creating a new public or private road longer than 100 feet; 

 Utility construction for a distance of 100 feet or more;  

 Other activities that pose a serious erosion or water pollution risk; or 

 Grading, removal of ground cover or other activity affecting between 4,000 square feet and one 
acre and/or post-construction site adding or cumulative addition after January 1, 2005 of less 
than 20,000 square feet of new impervious surface.   

Applicants will need to submit the items within the "Erosion Control/Stormwater Management- 
Checklist" if the project involves:  

 Grading, removal of ground cover or other activities affecting one acre or more and/or post-
construction site adding or cumulative addition after January 1, 2005 greater than or equal to 
20,000 square feet of new impervious surface.  If the project will involve a post-construction 
site adding or cumulative addition after January 1, 2005 of 20,000 square feet or more of new 
impervious surface, the applicant will also need to submit a Stormwater Management Plan, 
which shall conform to Section 463-21 of the Municipal Code;  or 

 Any land disturbance that requires other regulatory permits to any sensitive area nearby, such 
as streams, lakes, floodplains, or wetlands. 

 

What is the review process? 

Erosion Control and Stormwater Management Applications must be filed with Town of Grand Chute 
Community Development Department for review.  Community Development Department will inform the 
applicant of any deficiencies in the application and require the applicant to make any necessary 
changes.  The review process is only for Town of Grand Chute Ordinances.  The applicant should also 
check with Federal, State, and County for any additional land disturbance permits. 

Town of Grand Chute Permits 

Erosion Control & Stormwater Management Permits include a plan and checklist that describes the 
steps a developer, builder, or landowner shall take to prevent soil erosion on disturbed sites.  Some 
projects will also require plans to permanently manage runoff from the site after all construction is 
complete. 

Department of Public Works Permits are required for performing any construction activities within the 
public right-of-way. 

  



Management of Erosion Control 
All erosion control devices shall be installed prior to any land disturbing activities occurring.  Failure to 
have the appropriate erosion control devices installed prior to land disturbance activities may result in a 
stop-work order being issued as outlined in Section 220-23 of the Municipal Code. 

Temporary stabilization of disturbed areas 
Note:  It is recommended that disturbed areas (planned to be left inactive for more than 30 days, and 
requires vegetative cover for less than one year) and temporary soil stockpiles (planned to be left 
inactive for more than seven days) be stabilized by temporary seeding (between April 1st and October 
15th) or by other cover, such as covering with a tarp or heavy mulching.  Frozen soils do not exclude the 
site from this requirement. 

Permanent stabilization of site by re-vegetation or other means 

 Permanent seeding will be completed by September 15th or sodding placed by November 15th. 

 Mulching or erosion matting is recommended on all disturbed areas that are planned to be 
seeded.  Mulching shall be completed in accordance with Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources (WDNR) Technical Standard 1058.  Erosion matting shall be completed in accordance 
with WDNR Technical Standard 1052 and 1053. 

Use of downspout and/or sump pump outlet extensions to stabilized areas 
Note:  It is recommended that flow from downspouts and sump pump outlets be routed through plastic 
drainage pipe to stable areas such as established landscaping. 

Trapping sediment during site dewatering operations 
Note:  Sediment-laden discharge water from pumping operations should be ponded behind a sediment 
barrier until the sediment settles out. 

Construction and Building Waste Material 
Note:  Proper disposal of construction and building waste material shall occur so that pollutants and 
debris are not carried off-site by wind or water.  Dispose waste in accordance with applicable solid 
waste disposal regulations. 

Maintenance of Erosion Control Practices 

 All erosion control practices will be inspected at least once every seven (7) days and within 
twenty-four (24) hours of a rainfall event of one-half (0.5) inch or greater.  Any necessary repairs 
will be made immediately to maintain the practices as designed.   

 Breaks and gaps in sediment fences and barriers will be repaired immediately.  Decomposing or 
damaged erosion control devices (straw bales, manufactured perimeter control products, etc.) 
will be replaced immediately. 

 Accumulated sediment will be removed from behind sediment fences and barriers before it 
reaches a depth that is equal to half the barrier height. 

 All sediment that moves off-site due to construction activities will be cleaned up by the end of 
the workday. 

 All sediment that moves off-site due to storm events will be cleaned up as soon as possible, but 
at least by the end of the next day. 

 Trackout control devices will be maintained throughout construction in working condition. 

 All erosion control practices will be maintained until the disturbed areas they protect are 
permanently stabilized and established.  Final stabilization is defined as having dense vegetative 
cover (70% cover or greater) established in all seeded areas and all impervious surface 
construction being completed.  Upon permanent stabilization establishment, the temporary 
erosion control practices shall be removed.  



Erosion Control/Drainage Plan - Checklist 

General Requirements 

Applicants shall provide the following: 

1. Provide a plan with all appropriate practices listed under Section 275 of the Municipal Code. 
(Erosion & Sediment Control Reference Guide) 

2. Copies of permits or permit applications required by any other governmental agencies. 
3. Narrative description of how the site is to be developed.  Include implementation schedule of 

designed practices and schedule for stabilized exposed soils  
4. The extent and location of all soil types as described in the Outagamie County Soil Survey. 
5. Complete a site diagram with the following information: 

a) North arrow, graphic scale and site property lines. Indicate and name adjacent streets or 
roadways. 

b) Location of existing and proposed utilities, drainage ways, streams, rivers, lakes, 
wetlands or wells within and nearby the site. 

c) Location of the 100-year floodplain including flood fringe, floodway and flood storage. 
d) Location of existing and proposed buildings and impervious surface areas. 
e) Boundaries and total disturbed area on the site. 
f) Location and approximate watershed areas of overland runoff (sheet flow) and drainage 

way runoff (concentrated flow) coming onto the site from adjacent areas. 
g) Difference in impervious surface area (pre- & post-construction). 
h) Approximate gradient and direction of existing and proposed slopes; and existing and 

proposed drainage way on the site at contour intervals not to exceed two feet. 
Erosion Control Practices 

The WDNR has approved technical standards as adequate and effective to implement the performance 
standards for erosion/sediment control or storm water management during construction.   

(STORM WATER CONSTRUCTION TECHNICAL STANDARDS) 

1. Provide location of anticipated temporary soil stockpiles. 
Note:  Soil stockpiles should be placed behind a sediment fence, a 25-foot wide vegetative strip, 
or should be covered with a tarp if more than 25-feet from any downslope road or drainageway. 

2. Provide construction entrances with tracking controls. 
3. Protect any inlets and culverts receiving run-off from the disturbed construction area. 
4. Provide perimeter control(s) to retain sediments on the construction site. 
5. Provide timely restoration within 14 days of land disturbance activities. 
6. Provide practices that will control erosion in areas of concentrated flow. 
7. Provide practices that will be applied to control erosion on steep slopes (greater than 12% 

grade). 
Note:  Such practices include maintaining existing vegetation, placement of additional sediment 
fences, diversions, and re-vegetation by sodding or seeding with use of erosion control mats. 

8. Provide location of diversions. 
Note:  Although not specifically required by code, it is recommended that concentrated flow 
(drainage ways) be diverted (re-directed) around disturbed areas.  Overland runoff (sheet flow) 
from adjacent areas greater than 10,000 sq. ft. should also be diverted around disturbed areas. 

9. Provide location of practices that will control erosion in areas of concentrated flow. 

  

https://www.grandchute.net/i/f/files/Grand_Chute_Construction_Site_Erosion_Control_Reference_Guide_2023_01_13.pdf
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Stormwater/standards/const_standards.html


Erosion Control/Stormwater Management Checklist 

Plan Requirements 

1. Provide all items listed under the “Erosion Control/Drainage Plan - Checklist”. 
2. Provide a plan designed to meet the Performance Standards for the site in accordance with 

Section 463-19 of the Municipal Code. 
3. Provide a stormwater management plan with all requirements in accordance with Section 463-

21 and provide all other applicable requirements contained within Section 463-19 of the 
Municipal Code. (Town of Grand Chute Stormwater Reference Guide) 

4. Complete site plan and specifications shall include:  
a. Submit a plan by a licensed Wisconsin Professional Engineer. 
b. Property lines and lot dimensions. 
c. All buildings and outdoor uses, existing and proposed, including all dimensions and 

setbacks. 
d. All public and private roads, interior roads, driveways and parking lots, showing traffic 

patterns and type of paving and surface materials. 
e. Disturbance or grading of land on slopes exceeding 12%. 
f. Elevations, sections, profiles, and details as needed to describe all natural and artificial 

features of the project. 
g. Soil erosion control and overland runoff control measures, including runoff calculations 

as appropriate. 
h. Detailed construction schedule. 
i. Any other information necessary to reasonably determine location, nature and 

condition of any physical or environmental features. 
j. All existing and proposed drainage features. 
k. The location and area of all proposed impervious surfaces. 

5. Engineered designs for all structural management. 
6. Treat runoff for control of oil and grease from commercial or industrial areas. (see ordinance) 
7. Proof of stable outlet capable of carrying the design flow at a non-erosive velocity. 
8. All downspouts, driveways, and other impervious areas shall be directed to pervious surfaces, 

where feasible. 
9. Provide recorded maintenance agreement in accordance with Section 463-22 of the Municipal 

Code.  (Stormwater Management Practice Maintenance Agreement) 
 

https://www.grandchute.net/i/f/files/Town_Of_Grand_Chute_Stormwater_Reference_Guide_For_The_Post_Construction_Stormwater_Management_Ordinance(1).pdf
https://www.grandchute.net/i/f/files/Stormwater_Management_Practice_Maintenance_Agreement.pdf

