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CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 

Meeting called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Vice President Nathan Scott 
 

ROLL CALL: 
PRESENT:  Karen Petersen, Michael Schmidt, John Jones, Nathan Scott, Joy Hagen, Jennifer Buelow Fischer 
 

EXCUSED:  President Larry Carey 
 

STAFF:  Katie Schwartz, Public Works Director; Karen Heyrman, Public Works Deputy Director; Mike Arft, Parks 
Foreman; Eric Davidson, Supervisor Liaison to the Park Commission; Carrie Gretzinger, Park Commission 
Secretary 
 

OTHERS:  1 signed in (Wayne Peters – Representing Grand Chute Kiwanis) 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Vice President Scott led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA/ORDER OF THE DAY 
 

Motion (Schmidt/Peterson) to approve.  Motion Carried (6/0). 
 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
 

Wayne Peters of Grand Chute Kiwanis discussed the possibility of putting in a 9 hole disc golf course at the  
Town Center Park, what it would take to put one in and what some of the maintenance items would be. 
 

Commission members asked questions regarding how much land was needed, how would the wetland areas  
be affected and if this is identified in the CORS plan survey.  The Commission thanked Mr. Peters for showing  
interest in helping to improve the quality of life for youth and adults by improving our park systems. 
 

Rettler Corporation presented the draft of the CORS plan for the Town of Grand Chute. 
 

Deputy Director Heyrman asked the Commission members to review the draft plan and provide her with any  
comments, concerns or ideas they may have electronically.  The decision was made to have this completed in  
two weeks in order to give Rettler time to make any revisions before presenting the plan to the Town Board. 
 

PUBLIC INPUT 
 

There was no public input. 
 

APPROVAL OF REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES – AUGUST 13, 2018 
 

Motion (Petersen/Buelow Fischer) to approve the minutes.  Motion carried (6/0). 
 

REPORTS 
 
Park Maintenance Report 
 

Park Foreman Mike Arft provided a written park maintenance report and verbally reported the following items: 
 

The park staff has been performing general maintenance at the parks.  The sidewalks at Arrowhead Park and  
Prairie Hill Park have been repaired/replaced.  The Town Center park’s acoustical panels have been ordered  
and sun shades have been installed. 
 

The park staff has marked approximately 70 ash trees for removal and will be planting 55 trees as   
replacements.  The staff has also installed deer protection on about 75 of the Town’s newly planted trees. 
 

Director’s Memo 
 

Deputy Director Heyrman provided the following information in the Park Commission packet and reviewed  
verbally that the park rentals are at 105% of the budgeted amount for 2018. 
 

The IT staff has started to schedule the installation of the Point-to-Point wireless equipment on top of the Misty  
Lane Water Tower and is working on the security designs for Carter Woods Park.  Mobilite is in the process of  
having the poles installed at three locations for the Town’s cameras. 
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The playground contractor has started and will hopefully be finished by the end of the month. 
 

Staff met with the Clerks office regarding the park alcohol permits and the municipal code required changes to  
eliminate the permit.  The Town Board does support eliminating permits for alcohol in the parks and it does not  
affect the revenue of the parks.  The clerk’s office will be handling this.  
 

The fitness classes are starting to fill and we will be determining whether or not we need to cancel any classes  
due to a low number of participants.  
 

The pond outlet pipe for Arrowhead Park is expected to be complete by September 15, 2018.  The parking lot  
paving, under a separate contract, will follow. 
 

The park staff has learned that sails cannot be attached to the existing play structure at Prairie Hill Park.  Two  
quotes are included in the commission packet for canopy type structures.  Staff is looking for guidance from  
the Commission on how to proceed with this. 
 

Discussion ensued regarding the necessity, the cost, maintenance and life span of the canopy structure.  The  
Commission does not want to move forward with this at this time, however, would like the staff to get pricing of  
the total cost including setup and maintenance for possible future purchase/installation of the canopy   
structures. 
 

Update from Outagamie County Greenways - Verbal 
 

There was no Greenways report. 
 

Update from Town Board Liaison – Verbal 
 

The Town Board did not approve Change Order #2 for the Town Center Park Playground Project due to the cost.   
The Town Board formed an oversight committee consisting of Supervisor Thyssen and Supervisor Sherman to  
assist with overseeing the development of the Town Center Park. 
 

Urbanization of Casaloma & Gillett Streets continues. 
 

The Town purchased 24 acres of land next to Meijer’s of which 2 acres was purchased by Culvers for the addition  
of a new restaurant.  There is also another interested party looking to purchase land in that area as well. 
 

President’s Report – Verbal  
 

There was no President’s report. 
 

Correspondence Report – Verbal 
 

Deputy Director Heyrman provided email correspondence regarding the following items: 
 

The staff received some photos and an email from a concerned citizen regarding the liter that is collecting in 
the pond at Prairie Hill Park.  We are looking into options on how to handle this as we do not have a way to 
reach the liter at this time. 
 

We received feedback from President Carey regarding his experience after his rental of the Town Center Hall 
Building and will let him inform the Commission members verbally at the next Park Commission meeting. 
 

We are continuing to have email correspondence with the disgruntled individual regarding the noise from the 
pickleball courts.  We are trying to find a solution that will appease everyone involved.  We have included the 
cost of planting arborvitaes along the fence in next year’s budget. 
 

Bike and Pedestrian Trail Update – Verbal 
 

Deputy Director Heyrman discussed the need to create a bike and pedestrian committee.  Please let her know  
if you would be interested in becoming a member of this committee. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Adult Fitness Court at the Town Center Park 
 

Director Heyrman played a short video by National Fitness Court in 2018 and provided the Commission 
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members with a presentation packet detailing the campaign partnership.  The staff’s recommendation is 
to continue to look at this and other opportunities for adult fitness at Town Center Park. 
 

Discussion regarding the cost and possibility of other less costly options ensued. 
 

Motion (Buelow Fischer/Petersen) for the staff to continue to look at this and other  
opportunities for adult fitness at Town Center Park.  Approved (6/0). 
 

2. Individually Recognize the Donations to the Town Center Park 
 

Deputy Director Heyrman provided Appleton Sign’s design concept along with pictures of several  
different design concepts from other area businesses for the donor recognition wall at the Town Center  
Park Building.  The staff’s recommendation is to approve the design provided by Appleton Sign. 
 

The Commission discussed Appleton Sign’s current design and the possibility of incorporating some of  
the other design concepts into Appleton Sign’s design.  There was also discussion as to which wall it  
would be displayed on, what color and size options there are and whether or not the donation levels  
should be identified. 
 

The decision was made to have the sub-committee meet again to tweak the design concept and bring  
the revised design forward at the next Park Commission Meeting. 

 

3. Discuss 2019 Budget Items for Park and Recreation 
 

Deputy Director Heyrman provided a draft copy of the 2019 Park, Recreation, Trails and Forestry  
Budget and discussed the line item costs and reasons for any increases. 
 

Commissioner Hagen would like to have the zip line feature added into to the capital outlay part of the  
budget.  She also brought up the idea of possibly including some monies in the budget to purchase  
land for the development of another park (possibly on the west side of Grand Chute).   
 

The Commission discussed the purchase of the property for an EAB yard waste site and why it is  
necessary to have an EAB yard waste site.  This property will possibly become the Town’s yard waste  
site. 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

No Future Agenda Items. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
 

Motion (Jones/Petersen) to adjourn the meeting.  Motion Carried (6/0). 
 

Meeting adjourned at 6:59 p.m. 
 

These minutes were taken at a regular meeting held on September 10, 2018, by:  
 

Carrie Gretzinger 
Carrie Gretzinger, Park Commission Secretary 
Town of Grand Chute  


