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CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:16 p.m. by Jason Van Eperen, presiding officer. 
 
PRESENT:  Jason Van Eperen, Ron Wolff, Travis Thyssen, Brad Gehring, Jeff Ings, and Angie Cain, Town 
Clerk 
 
STAFF:  Jim March, Town Administrator; Mike Patza, Community Development Director; Tim Bantes, Fire 
Chief; Tim Herzog, IT; Katie Schwartz, Director of Public Works; Julie Wahlen, Finance Director; Brent 
Braun, IT Director; Sue Brinkman, HR Director; Dave Maas, Police Captain; Attorney Rossmeissl, Herrling 
Clark Law Offices; Nick Vande Hey, McMahon Associates 
 
OTHERS:   6 signed attendance (1 virtual) 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA/ORDER OF THE DAY 
 
Motion (Ings/Thyssen) to approve the agenda.  Motion carried. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION Draft Engineers Report for W. Grand Chute Blvd/N. Victory Lane connection 
between N. Casaloma Drive and W. Capitol Drive 
 
Philip Kulis, SRF Consulting, presented the Board with the draft engineer report and findings of the study for 
W. Grand Chute Blvd/N. Victory Lane connection between N. Casaloma Drive and W. Capitol Drive. 
 
Dir. Schwartz explained this presentation was to give the Board some background information regarding this 
frontage road system and to see benefits from the frontage road being completed. 
 
Supv. Ings questioned where the pedestrian crossings would be located. 
 
Mr. Kulis responded that pedestrians would be 25-feet back from stop bars.    
 
Supv. Ings was pleased with the distance of 25-feet, for the safety of the pedestrians.  
 
Administrator March questioned if the traffic counts included Sundays. 
 
Mr. Kulis stated that Sundays were not included. The counts included AM peek and PM peek on a weekday, 
and mid-day on Saturday.  
 
Administrator March explained his concern with the traffic on Sundays due to having Appleton Alliance 
Church in the neighborhood. In the past, the police have been present to help direct traffic due to the amount 
of cars leaving the church.  
 
Mr. Kulis reassured the Board why a roundabout would be beneficial in helping keep the traffic flow moving.  
 
Supv. Thyssen agreed with the mini roundabout and believes this would help traffic flow. He also stressed to 
focus on safety measures when looking at the project.  
 
Supv. Gehring asked what timing for the 441 corridor and overpass is, and how is this going to all tie 
together.  
 
Dir. Schwartz responded that it will start on areas where right-of-way acquisition is not needed, however, 
there is not a start time for this section and it could be anywhere from 2025-2030. 
 
Mr. Kulis stated that it is important to maintain coordination with the project to make sure it will be cohesive 
when completed.  
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PUBLIC INPUT - There was no public input. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Approval of regular meeting minutes of May 18, 2021. 
 
Licensing: (applications on file in the clerk’s office)(Licensing Committee recommends approval) 
 
Operator’s License Applications: 
Recommended for approval to expire in 2023 dated 5/11/2021, 5/12/2021, and 5/17/2021. 
 
Approve Liquor, Dance, and Hotel/Motel renewal applications for 2021/2022. 
 

Approve Junk Dealer renewal application for 2021/2022 for Golper Supply Co, Inc., 1810 W. Edgewood 

Drive, David Golper, owner. 

 

Motion (Thyssen/Gehring) to approve the consent agenda.  Motion carried. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Approval of Voucher List – June 1, 2021 
$231,823.63 (96800-96835); ACH $833,489.13; Payroll $331,577.19 
 
Accept Budget Statements – April 2021 
 
Motion (Thyssen/Ings) to approve the voucher list and accept the budget statements.  Motion carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Plan Commission Recommendations: 
 
SE-11-21 Special Exception Permit requested by Ronald G. Wolff, dba Lakeshore Cleaners Inc. and 
Legendary Lawn Care, 4615 N. Richmond Street, for operation of an electronic message center sign. PC 
recommends approval. 
 
Motion (Gehring/Thyssen) to approve Plan Commission item SE-11-21. Motion carried.  Supv. Wolff 
and Ings abstained.   
 
Action/discussion on S. Casaloma Drive proposed typical section. 
 
Motion (Thyssen/Gehring) to approve the previously approved proposal typical section with the 37ft 
back to curb with the 5ft sidewalk on both sides as staff recommends.  
 
Supv. Ings explained his concern with residents getting what they would want and he was also concerned 
with adding sidewalks on both sides of the street. He felt this needs to be looked at to see what cost 
difference would be for different options.  
 
Supv. Wolff agreed with Supv. Ings in regards to getting more public input to see how residents feel about 
sidewalks going in on both sides. He thought that getting more input from the public was the next step.  
 
Dir. Schwartz states that there was not any direction given to obtain more input prior to this meeting. Public 
input was previously received from the adjoining land owners during the public informational meeting.  No 
additional information was received within the last two weeks from residents. 
 
Supv. Wolff explained that he spoke with approximately eight property owners and they do not want ditches 
or sidewalks on both sides of the street.  
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Supv. Gehring questioned Dir. Schwartz if any objections were received regarding the sidewalks at the time 
of the public information meeting. 
 
Dir. Schwartz explained there were concerns with winter maintenance and privacy. The pedestrian and 
bicycle facilities are not just for the adjoining landowner, but they are for the whole community.  
 
Supv. Gehring addressed Supv. Wolff’s concern regarding sidewalks by giving examples of how people are 
using sidewalks. The sense of community gets enhanced when people are using sidewalks.  There is also a 
safety feature to allow kids to get to bus stops. He understands how residents could be upset with having to 
maintain sidewalks, but felt the safety aspect outweighed those concerns. He believes that the Town Board 
is close on figuring out the alternative finance options on this project. He asked the Town Board to go 
forward with this recommendation.  He explained that at the upcoming Town Board Workshop on June 3, 
2021, they will work with staff on the financial part of the project. He explained that once the financial portion 
is figured out, it will be better for everyone involved.  
 
Supv. Thyssen agreed with Supv. Gehring’s comments. He explained that this road needs to be addressed 
because it is a major corridor in that neighborhood. This road is a connection to the mall, at least four 
different neighborhoods, and two separate sections of Town. To construct the road and do it only halfway 
would be a disservice to the community.  
 
Supv. Ings clarified that he doesn’t want to construct a road that is not safe.  He questioned if sidewalks are 
really needed on both sides or if a multiuse trail would be a better option.  If swales were on both sides, this 
could help hold water and keep it from going down stream. He felt the design should be discussed more.  
 
Supv. Wolff agreed with Supv. Ings, and felt that policies should be in place and followed. He felt that the 
policies in place are all different. They need to have a straight set of policies laid out stating what needs to 
happen. 
 
Supv. Thyssen questioned what policies are not being followed because the staff designs according to the 
current policy. He felt that the staff is looking at what is the best to control pedestrian traffic, bicycle traffic, 
and the safety aspects of crossing the street. 
 
Chairman Van Eperen agreed that safety is very important, but would like to see what happens at the 
workshop, and currently is not in favor of moving forward with the full urbanization. 
 
Supv. Thyssen questioned Chairman Van Eperen if he speaking about the full urbanization or only the 
sidewalks. He was in favor of moving forward with the sidewalks on both sides due to the safety aspect. 
 
Supv. Wolff explained that he doesn’t want to see a plan rolled out that the Board recommends, which would 
look unfinished.  He gave an example about a sidewalk that led to a utility box.  He also agreed with the 
safety aspect of the sidewalks. He would like to wait on the project due to the lack of knowledge on the cost. 
 
Supv. Thyssen explained that he would like to give staff the okay to start designing the road and then work 
with staff during the entire process. Once this is completed, staff can get the Board pre-bidding numbers and 
they will have a better understanding of the costs. Afterwards, they will take the costs to find out what is fair 
and equitable for the residents. 
 
Supv. Gehring thanked Supv. Wolff for his courage to provide his input and acknowledge his concerns with 
his experiences.  He explained that the Board needs to set aside differences in backgrounds and focus on 
Casaloma Drive.  He explained that Supv. Wolff is on the Board only in regards to finances. He states that 
when the issue is resolved, life will be better for Supv. Wolff. 
 
Supv. Wolff explained that he is on the Board not only for finances but to make sure that residents have input 
and respect.  
 
Supv Gehring appreciated Supv. Wolff’s willingness to share. 
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Supv. Ings explained that it is still unknown if residents want on-street parking or if it is a better option to 
have a swale on one side or a storm sewer on both sides. He questioned what the long term cost difference 
would be between those options. He doesn’t want the Board to miss any opportunities to create a better 
design. He didn’t feel they were ready to make the final decision during the meeting.  
 
Supv. Gehring explained that he had a swale in his yard and hated it.  He explained that there are different 
types of swales and felt they would cause more problems. 
 
Chairman Van Eperen expressed his concerns regarding the water situation. He was concerned that 
installing sidewalks, curb, and gutter would take away from the owners’ front yards.  He questioned how a 
motion could be made at this meeting when a couple weeks ago everything was up in the air. 
 
Supv. Thyssen explained that the Board had directed staff to come back and present them with their best 
option. He explained that his motion was based on the recommendations from staff.   
 
Dir. Patza shared that many residents have talked to him and would be in favor of the sidewalks due to 
safety. He encouraged the Board to look at the larger network for future plans and how sidewalks and trails 
can be constructed in conjunction with one another, but only a little at a time. 
 
Dir. Schwartz explained the project is 90% designed with the current proposed typical section.  She clarified 
an earlier comment that no additional land is being taken from land owners as they are easements.  
 
The Town Board requested to have a copy of the plan. 
 
Dir. Schwartz agreed to send a PDF copy of the plan to the Board.  
 
Chairman Van Eperen explained that he understood both sides of the argument with concerns and safety. 
 
Motion carried.  Supv. Wolff and Ings opposed.   
 
Approve the hiring of an additional .3 FTE seasonal summer IT staff with corresponding budget adjustment 
to decrease the contingency account (10-19-59900-390) and increase the IT Salary account (10-20-51460-
110) by $7,389. 
 
Motion (Thyssen/Gehring) to approve the hiring of an additional .3 FTE seasonal summer IT staff. 
Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Motion (Thyssen/Ings) to adjourn meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 
 
These minutes were taken at a regular meeting held on June 1, 2021 and entered in this record book, June 
2, 2021 by:  
 
 
______________________ 
Angie Cain, Town Clerk 
Town of Grand Chute    
Approved: June 15, 2021  
 


