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GRAND CHUTE TOWN BOARD MOVES FORWARD WITH FIRE DEPARTMENT REFERENDUM 
Nine Firefighter / Paramedic Positions Proposed 

 
After extensive discussion and careful evaluation of the current and future public safety needs within the Town of Grand 
Chute, the Town Board unanimously voted to move forward with a referendum question to be placed on the November 
ballot seeking a levy limit increase to fund an additional nine firefighter / paramedic positions (three personnel for each of 
the three rotating 24-hour shifts) for your Grand Chute Fire Department. This question, which will result in a levy increase 
of $5.72 per month on a $200,000 home, will allow the citizens of Grand Chute to voice their desires in relation to the 
level of public safety service their community receives, and supports the top two priorities for improvement identified by 
citizen stakeholders in the GCFD 2017-2020 strategic plan which included delivering rapid emergency response and 
staffing to ensure personnel availability for these responses.   
 
As dedicated servants of our community, the decision to seek voter approval for this increase in the levy to fund these 
additional positions is not one which was taken lightly. Your Grand Chute Fire Department has and will continue to strive 
to provide excellent service to the citizens and visitors of our municipality while maintaining the utmost level of fiscal 
responsibility. With that, rising demands for service since the last major staffing and deployment change in 2008 in the 
form of a 62% increase of calls for fire, rescue, and emergency medical services (EMS), 126% increase in simultaneous 
calls for service, and additional inspections and risk reduction activities as a result of growth and development within the 
Town have contributed to an environment in which the maintenance of existing service levels will be challenging, if not 
impossible without additional personnel to meet these increasing needs.  
 
Additionally, this referendum includes the request to hire firefighter / paramedics as opposed to our current practice of 
hiring of firefighter / EMTs. This will allow your Grand Chute Fire Department to provide advanced life support (ALS) 
care to the community immediately upon our arrival at medical emergencies, ensuring our community receives the highest 
standard of care in their time of need, while simultaneously strengthening the capability and capacity of our EMS system 
and longstanding partnership with Gold Cross Ambulance. This increase in service level will result in the Town’s 
residents and visitors receiving emergency medical care from providers trained at the highest level faster than before, 
ensuring they “experience better” prehospital care. The cost difference within this referendum request associated with 
hiring firefighter / paramedics as opposed to firefighter / EMTs equates to 68 cents of additional levy annually based on a 
$200,000 home. 
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